

Table Load/Unload

psql COPY FROM/COPY TO is equivalent to Infx LOAD/UNLOAD
- COPY TO/COPY FROM stop operation at first error

- if an error occurs while loading table using COPY FROM, the records already loaded 
are not visible or accessible but TAKE UP SPACE ON THE DISK (these records can be removed using VACUUM)

- default delimiter is TAB

- COPY writes only entire tables

- to write a partial table, need to select into temp table and COPY temp table

- must be logged in as user postgres to do COPY TO or COPY FROM

- alternative to COPY TO/COPY FROM is \copy command in psql utility


- do not have to be user postgres to execute


- \copy has slightly different syntax than COPY 


- not as efficient as COPY TO/COPY FROM because all data has to pass through 


the client/server connection

- directory permissions: “other” needs r-w permission to process COPY 

- load file formats differ slightly bet Infx and psql

if (|( is delimiter:

Infx: field1 | field2 | field3 |

psql: field1 | field2 | field3      (no delimiter on end of line)

- psql COPY FROM command needs the "WITH NULL AS '' " option to allow NULL values in datetime fields and integer fields to be loaded properly

- pgimport/pgexport are postgres utilities in development 


- do same as COPY FROM/COPY TO


- do not need to be user = postgres to run these utilities

- Infx load/unload allows a WHERE to be included to filter the records - psql COPY 
FROM/COPY TO does not allow a WHERE clause

